
 

CHAMPIONSHIP BULLETIN No. 6
(Earlier Bulletins are available on the Championship website)

Martyn Lewis

The 2010 Dukeries Rally was overshadowed by the accident which claimed the life of Martyn 
Lewis from Kerry near Newtown.

There are times in rallying, a sport we all love so much, when it becomes very difficult to 
rationalise the immense buzz of competing with the shock and tragedy of losing someone like 
Martyn. Far better words have been penned since that sad day than can be written here, but 
what is very clear is not just the obvious pleasure and enjoyment that Martyn got from his 
rallying, but also the high regard in which he was held as a friend and a competitor. 

Whenever Martyn and Richard arrived at signing on they would usually be followed by a host of 
friends and family and Richard would patiently wait for telephone numbers to be given in order 
to fill in sms text results forms for all and sundry who would be following them over the 
weekend. They were as a team, by far the biggest users of the results service, testament itself 
to the support they both had in their rallying. 

Martyn and Richard have been members of the BTRDA since 2008, although it was not a good 
start for them with three events and three retirements. Their enthusiasm however never 
waned and in 2009 they were back showing their full potential with a first and second and one 
retirement out of the three events started. When you bear in mind that Messrs Middleton, 
Pinchen and Black were in full flow, this was no mean effort at all and they became a name 
being talked about and to be watched. This year they were challenging again with only a 
retirement on the Somerset keeping them out of the top places. However demonstrating their 
fighting spirit they came back on the next round, the Plains, to take maximum points, making 
this tragic incident all the more poignant. Far greater a challenge that weekend it seemed than 
beating the 1400 boys, and all the more amusing for it, was watching Martyn struggle to get 
food into little Charlie!

Martyn’s enthusiasm and enjoyment for his rallying made him a greatly valued member of the 
Championship and someone who will not be forgotten. All at BTRDA offer their sincerest 
condolences to his wife Cath, young son Charlie and all Martyn’s family and many friends at 
this very difficult time and also wish Richard a speedy recovery. 



At the Dukeries Rally  a number of competitors immediately suggested that there should 
be a collection on behalf of Martyn and asked that the BTRDA Championship Co-
ordinators have a collection box at the Quinton Rally  to reduce the issues of money being 
passed around the country.   We are happy to do this and so anyone attending the 
Quinton can make a donation at the signing on desk. The family have requested 
donations to the Air Ambulance or a charity  of your choice. For those who wish to donate, 
but will not be at the Quinton Rally, you can send your donations to Steve Gregg, 43 
Ludlow Road, Bridgnorth. WV16 5AH, and we will ensure that they  are added to the 
collection. 

DUKERIES RALLY SNIPPETS

In direct contrast to the sad events for 
which this year ʼs Dukeries will be 
remembered, there were a number of 
positives on the day that we feel should 
n o t p a s s w i t h o u t s o m e f o r m o f 
recognition :-

In the 51-year history of the Dukeries 
Rally, only  three drivers had put their 
names on the trophy three times Ð the late 
Roger Clark, Brian Bell and Andy Burton 
who was attempting to move ahead of the 
others by taking a fourth victory. In the 
event, retirement put paid to that but, 
having already won in 2006 & 2009, Steve 
Perezʼ win saw him join that elite band 
and now opens up the possibility of a 
ʻhead-to-headʼ between himself and Andy 
in 2011 for the honour of being the Þrst to 
win the rally four timesÉ.

With Þve rounds of the Millers Oils 1400 
Championship now gone, far from 
alleviating the situation, Matt Edwardsʼ 
maximum points score on the Dukeries 
not only puts pressure on rival Darren 
Pinchin, but also himself! With the Quinton 
Stages next up, the pair have amassed 
two Þrsts, two second places and a 
retirement each Ð so its squeaky bum time 
from now on.  Watch this space!É

Whilst his prowess in a front-wheel drive 
1400cc car is plain to see, the week after 
the Dukeries Matt Edwards borrowed a 
Group  N Subaru Impreza to contest the 
Mid Wales Stages. In just 45 miles, he 
pulled out a three-minute advantage over 
his nearest rival to come home to a 
convincing win. Is there no end to this 
young manʼs talents?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



FORTHCOMING CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS 
The next BTRDA Rally Series event is the Quinton Stages on Saturday 
10th July. The Entries Secretary is Nick Jones and the event website is 
www.quintonstages.qmc.org.uk where regs, online or paper entry forms 
are available. Nick can be contacted on qsr.entries@qmc.org.uk, Tel 
No. 0121 503 0506. 

The organisers are promising a number of new ideas on the event including a real wake-
up  for the Þrst stage run over the 11.36 mile Halfway stage, normally  only  used by the 
Wales Rally  GB competitors. Also planned are a number of incentives for Rally  First 
competitors which include advice and support on the day from Nicky Grist together with a 
special get together with the former World Rally Champion on Friday night. 

Following the Quinton we then have an eight week break until the Woodpecker Stages 
on the 4th September. As always the event will be one of the most popular rounds in the 
BTRDA calendar and there will be a high demand for entries.  Please note only the 
Woodpecker Rally is the qualifying round of the BTRDA and MSA English Championships.

The regulations and on-line will be live on Monday 19th July. The event website link is 
www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk and the Entries Secretary Roger Allan can be contacted on 
Tel: 01905 424987, Email. entries@woodpecker-rally.co.uk. 

 

The AGX TEAM CHALLENGE has a prize fund of £1,050. A full list of the 
15 participating teams is on the Championship web site.   After the 
Dukeries Rally the leaders are:- 

Rally Stars! ! Roger Chilman / Dave Bennett / Malcolm Hague! 136
Three wise men! Glyn Jarman / Owen LeRoy / Roy Gravestock ! 130

! Friends of the M5 ! Tristan Bailey / Paul Bonner / Darren Pinchin ! 127

 

BTRDA GOBLETS AND DUKERIES AWARDS
As there was no awards presentation after the Dukeries Rally the BTRDA Goblets and 
any Dukeries Rally awards won by  BTRDA competitors will be available from the BTRDA 
desk at the Quinton Rally.  
The winners of the BTRDA Goblets on the Dukeries Rally were............ 
$ Millers Oils 1400ʻs - Matt Edwards & Sam Collis
! Silver Star - Peter Elkins & Andrew Joll 
$ Gold Star - Steve Perez & Paul Spooner

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Plains Rally, each of whom receive a set of FREE 
competition brake pads from Questmead Ltd were:-
Best Improvement on Start Number in GS / SS Championships: John Taylor (Class B11)
Best Improvement on Start Number in Millers1400 / MG / RF: Ashley Slights (again) (Class RF1.4) 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERING
In order to assist with the possible sealing of an engine or gearbox competitors are requested to 
make provision for scrutineers wire seals to be applied. Every engine/gearbox should have 
available predrilled 1/16Ó diameter holes in accessible locations to ensure they  can be effectively 
sealed. If wire sealing holes are not available then the engine or gearbox may be checked 
forthwith.
(a) Sump - cross drilled holes through retaining screws, bolts or studs 
(b) Head - cross drilled holes through two adjoining head bolt / studs or rocker / cam cover bolts or 
studs.
(c) Gearbox - end plate bolts or screws or any  gear access plate bolts or screws. The 
Championship Scrutineer may seal or mark components and assemblies for conformity  checking. 
Any seals or marks applied may only be removed with the Scrutineerʼs written permission.
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Remaining
Championship 

Calendar
10th July 2010
Quinton Stages - Llandovery
4th September 2010
Woodpecker Stages - Ludlow
16th October 2010
GON Cambrian Rally - 
Llandudno

Additional MSA English 
Championship Events

25th September 2010
Trackrod Clubmans Rally - 
Pickering
6th November 2010
South of England Tempest Rally 
Aldershot

..................................
4th December 2010
Championship Awards
Moor Hall Sutton Coldfield

MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
The MSA English Rally Championship is exclusively  for 2-wheel 
drive cars up to 2-litre and is a ʻclass basedʼ so that competitors 
from any of the 5 classes have an equal chance of winning the 
overall title.  
Matt  Edwards currently  leads the drivers table by just 4 points 
ahead Darren Pinchin. Karen Watts tops the Co-drivers table. 
65 drivers have already  scored points and the full list of positions 
can be found on  www.englishrally.co.uk$
 
The next round is the Woodpecker Rally on 4th September.  

James or Jerry Tel: 01704 898940. 
Email: info@serviceandsport.com. 

Simon Morton. Tel: 01925 752819 - 07711483828. 
Email: moilsltd@aol.com. Website: www.milleroils.com

Richie Holfeld

 

Keith Roscoe-Jones Tel: 0845 310 2437. 
Email: keith@agxltd.com. Website: www.agxltd.com

Alan Brown of Questmead. Tel: 01706 860088. 
Website: www.questmead.co.uk

 Simon and Kathy Andrews. Website www.rallyuk.com

 

Phil Roberts. Tel: 01981 241169 
Website: www.vitalequipment.co.uk

CHAMPIONSHIP SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

Photographs courtesy of:

Championship Standings 
[For full list visit www.btrdarally.com]
Points after the Dukeries Rally  can be viewed on the 
Championship website above. Any  queries should be addressed 
to the Championship co-ordinators within seven days of this 
bulletin date. 
We have received a query  concerning the co-drivers points in the 
Millers Oils 1400 Championship and these will therefore remain 
provisional. 

GOLD STARGOLD STARGOLD STAR SILVER STARSILVER STARSILVER STAR 1400s1400s1400s RALLY FIRSTRALLY FIRSTRALLY FIRST
1 Roger Chilman 142 1 Jon Ballinger 111 1= Matt Edwards 117 1 Mick Smith 103
2 Tristan Bailey 122 2 Dale Owen 99 1= Darren Pinchen 117 2 Stephen Brown 99
3 Steve Perez 116 3 Owen Le Roy 95 3 Roy Gravestock 110 3 Martin Copcutt 90
4 Glyn Jarman 97 4 Peter Elkins 88 4 Kieran Darrington 95 4 Ashley Slights 86
5 Paul Davy 90 5 John Taylor 76 5 Malcolm Hague 95 5 Joe Evett 84
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